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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS: QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY 
AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ JUNE 21 

REF: BAGUIO 0029 

1 . ON JULY 6, ROMUALDEZ ASKED ME WHEN HE COULD EXPECT 
ANSWER TO HIS LETTER OF JUNE 21 TRANSMITTED REFTEL. I 
REPEATED MY EARLIER STATEMENT THAT ANSWER WOULD REQUIRE 
TIME FOR INTERAGENCY CLEARANCE. 

2. ON JULY 7, AFTER TALKING WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS, 

ROMUALDEZ REPEATED HIS REQUEST. HE SAID THAT THE QUESTIONS 
IN THE LETTER WERE NOT HIS, BUT HAD BEEN WRITTEN OUT BY 
PRESIDENT MARCOS. HE ADMITTED THAT MANY OF THEM HAD BEEN 
ANSWERED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY OUR VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS, 
BRIEFINGS, AND VISITS. NEVERTHELESS, THE PRESDIENT WAS 
ANXIOUS TO RECEIVE A WRITTEN REPLY. 

3. COMMENT: ROMUALDEZ SUGGESTED, AT ONE POINT, THAT SIZE 
OF PHILIPPINE REQUEST FOR "DEFENSE SUPPORT" WOULD DEPEND 
IN SOME MEASURE ON ASSESSMENT OF PHILIPPINE UNILATERAL 
DEFENSE OBLIGATIONS DEDUCED FROM THIS LETTER. I SAID THAT 
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FORCES AND EQUIPMENT WOULD BE FAR MORE CONTROLLING, AND 
MATTER WAS DROPPED. IT WAS PRESUMABLY INTRODUCED AS 
AN ALIBI FOR CONTINUING SORRY PHILIPPINE PERFORMANCE IN 
PROVIDING FIGURES FOR ARTICLE XIX QUID. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: IF PROPERLY STATED, LETTER CAN BE 
USEFUL IN WHITTLING DOWN WHATEVER FIGURE OF "DEFENSE 
SUPPORT" MAY EMERGE FROM PHILS. PLEASE ADVISE WHEN I MAY 
EXPECT TO RECEIVE TEXT. 

SULLIVAN 
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